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tive in construction, owing to insufficient money grants. By this lex imperfecta as represented by the second Navy Bill, which was binding as regards materiel, but allowed a free hand as regards finance, the Reichstag surrendered the possibility of refusing money for the new types of vessels, which were increasing in size and cost, unless it was prepared to bring upon itself the reproach of building inferior ships. Thus, in 1900 the Reichstag decided by legal enactment to carry out the naval scheme which had been drawn up, and bound itself morally to create no more financial difficulties for us, as had so soon been the case with the first Navy Bill.
The co-responsibility assumed by the Reichstag by the form of the second Bill justified itself. When we were later compelled by the English to take the giant's stride to the Dreadnought class, the Reichstag itself proposed the increase to me, although this meant doubling the fighting force of the navy again and the cost as well, still, however, within the scope of the Bill of 1900.
In order to lessen the opposition of the Centrum, I had recommended the abandonment of paragraph 2 of the "Jesuit law/' but on the advice of Lucanus, supported by Biilow, the Emperor refused to do this. Matters went off well even without that. Our majority was bigger than it had been in the case of the last Army Bills. I have never met with unsur-mountable obstacles in the Reichstag, but generally with sympathy on the whole, even from the bourgeois